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Dear AIS family 

Welcome to the newsletter. 

What a short but exciting week at AIS! 

Happy Reading 
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1. AIS Ski Trip 2023 

 
I am very pleased to report that all students and staff returned safely from the two day 

visit to Muju Ski Resort. 

 

This was the first time that the current staff team had organised this activity and we 

learned a lot. 

 

A massive thank you to Mr Braden for taking a lead in planning the trip. Everything went 

smoothly and although there were a few small issues that we will look at for next time, 

the trip was a huge success. 

 

Thank you to the other staff and volunteers who ensured everyone stayed safe and had 

an enjoyable time. Thank you, Ms. Brinda, Mr. Joel, Ms. Elizabeth, Ms. Eve, Ms. Jiyeon, 

Mr. Daniel and Ms. Sally. 

 

It was lovely to spend some time with the students outside of school. They showed a 

great deal of resilience (a value I will come back to later). Some of them found skiing 

really hard. The boots were tight, the skis were long, the snow was cold (who knew?) and 

getting up when you fell down got harder the more times it happened. 

 

However, the excitement and pride and enjoyment when things went well and the sense 

of exhilaration when they were speeding down the slopes was great to see. 

 

We will be holding a wrap up event on Friday at 14.15 to award certificates, look at some 

pictures and to share some memories of our time away together. Please come and join 

us if you have time. 

 

Here are a few pictures of the trip: 

 

          First we stopped at the store to pick up ski clothes, gloves and goggles. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we arrived at the Youth Hostel, dropped our bags and had lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We collected our helmets, ski passes and ski vests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we were ready to collect our skis and boots and to hit the slopes! 



 

 

Who is this cool AIS student showing great style on the slopes! 

 

2. School Trips – What’s the point? 

I wanted to take a couple of minutes to share some thoughts about the importance of 

overnight residential visits for children as they grow up. 

Having taken hundreds of students away on local and overseas residential visits over the 

past 30 years, I can tell you from experience that these trips have a really profound effect 

on young people. 

For many of the younger students on our ski trip this week, looking after themselves and 

their gear was a real challenge. Mum wasn’t around to pick everything up or to make 

sure they had what they needed for the day ahead and personal responsibility became 

vital. 

Some of them managed exceptionally well. They were organised and careful. They made 

good choices and looked after themselves and their equipment. 

Others, not so much….. 

But, as I say, this was a first experience of independence for many of them, so we didn’t 

expect too much. 

When we go away next, in the summer for our week long residential visit, they will know 

what we expect and just how independent they will need to be. 



This is great preparation for later life. When they head off to university or travel for a 

holiday without parents, or take up an internship away from home, they will need to 

have developed this resilience and independence. They will need to be able to 

confidently look after themselves without mum and dad to make every decision. 

As parents, we can really help them along this path by expecting a little more of them at 

home. Do they keep their room tidy? Do they put their dirty clothes in the washing 

basket? Do they help prepare meals or help clear up afterwards? Can they tie their shoe 

laces yet? Are you giving them some opportunities to be independent? Do they take 

responsibility for their things? If they lose their phone, is a new one provided 

immediately without question? 

It may feel a little harsh, we all love our kids and want them to be happy. However, as 

the dad of two grown up sons who are now making their way successfully in life, giving 

them responsibility and expecting them to help from an early age really sets our 

youngsters on a good path to independence. 

These residential visits offer a safe and supported environment where your children can 

develop further independence, resilience and responsibility.  

We will be expecting great things of them when we next go away together. 

3. Enrichment Matters at AIS 

I am always amazed at our teachers’ skill in enriching learning at AIS with real life 

experiences. 

Learning through rich hands-on experiences such as learning to ski really is best. 

Taking the opportunities provided by the recent World Cup, students learned more 

about other countries. Shark and Tiger Classes also found that picking the winning team 

in the class competition had a tasty result! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Personal Goal of the Week - Resilient 

 
At AIS, as part of our International Curriculum Association program in Early Years, 

Primary School and Middle School we encourage the students to develop a range of 

Personal Goals (PGs). We believe that developing these personal attributes alongside 

academic skills is key to a successful and happy life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This week we chose resilience as our personal goal. 

 

The Cambridge Dictionary defines resilience as “the ability to be happy and successful 

again after something difficult or bad has happened”. 

 

Our skiers showed great resilience this week when picking themselves up after a tumble 

and trying again with a smile on their face. 

 

5. Matilda Movie Night – Friday 17th February  
 

Our wonderful PTA are offering free pizza before the film. This will be served in the 

cafeteria from 17.30 on the 17th. If your child would like to come to Movie Night and 

have pizza, please add their name to the list in the office (it’s with Ms Seung Eun). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Dates for your diary 

 

AIS PTA Free Movie Night – Matilda the Musical – Friday 17th February 

18.00 – 19.30 (Free pizza served from 17.30 in the cafeteria). 

 

Half Term Break 25th February – 5th March 

 

Term 2 ends on Friday 21st April at 12.05 

 

Term 2 events to be confirmed: 

 

AIS Curriculum Information Evening 

AIS Open School 2 

AIS Spring Concert 

AIS Sports Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sometimes, a day of great learning at AIS can just leave you tired out! 


